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The Western AUSfrolion Formers Federofion Inc

Inquiry into the potentiolenvironmenfolcontribution offecreofionolhunfing

INTRODUCTION

The Western AUSfrolion Formers Federofion 11nc. ) (WAFormers) is the Slote's 10rgesf Grid
most influentiolrurollobby Grid service orgonisofion. WAFormers represents OPProximotely
4,000 Western AUSfrolion formers from primory industries including groin growers, meof Grid
wool producers, horficulfurolisfs, doiry formers, coinmerciol egg producers Grid
beekeepers. Collectively our members ore inojor contributors to the $5.5 billion gross volue
of production Ihof o9riculfure in its vonous forms contributes Grinuolly to Western AUSfrolio's
economy. Additiono11y, through differing forms of 10nd tenure, our members own, control
Grid copobly monoge mony millions of hectores of the Stole's 10nd moss Grid OS such ore
responsible for in Ginioining the productive copocify Grid environmento1 wellbeing of Ihof
10nd.

WAFormers welcomes the opportunity to comment on the "Inquiry info the potentiol
environmento1confribufion offecreofionolhunfing systems"

TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE PUBLIC INQUIRY

The SIGnding Committee on Public Adminisfrofion hos stoned on inquiry into recreofionol
hunting in WA.

The terms of reference ore Ihofthe Legislofive Council -

(0) 0cknowledges the use in other Stoles of regulofed, licensed recreofion hunting systems
Grid the potentiol environmento1 contribution mode in controlling pest onjinols on public
10nds, together with the possible economic, culturol Grid recreofionol benefits to the
community; Grid

(b) directs Ihot -

in the Public Adminisfrofion Committee inquire into the benefits or otherwise of o similor
system being odopfed in Western AUStrolio Grid report bock to the House by 4 December
2014; Grid

flu Hon Rick Mozzo be co-opted OS o member to the Public Adminisfrofion Committee for
the purposes offhe foregoing inquiry.



The Western AUSfrolion Formers Federofibn Inc

Inquiry info the potentiolenvironmenfolconfribution of recreotionolhunting

WAFARMERS COMMENTS

WAFormers welcomes this inquiry OS if inoy oddress, in port, the control of pest Grid
ferol on jinols in Western AUSfrolio.

2, The Stole Government hos responsibility for o significont oreo of 10nd but limited
funding hos resulted in the in objljjy to effectiveIy controlferol Grid pest onjinqls on
the 10nd if controls. This hos o significonf environmento1impocf on our notive bird
Grid onjinol populojjons OS well OS on economic burden for o9rjculfurqllond
holders.

3. WAFormers supports recreofionol hunting offero1 Grid pest onjinols such pigs, goofs,
comels, foxes, dogs, cots, horses, donkeys, kongoroos Grid robbits. Recreofionol
hunters would ploy o inojorrole in reducing the number offhese on jinols. Any effort
to control or erodicote pest orferol on jinols from on oreo is looked offovourobly by
the forming community.

4. Wild dog populofions in WA ore of on o11-time high offecfing onjinol weifore (loinb
survivol rofe) Grid in turn form profitobilify (lower stocking density due to less fodder
ovoiloble for form onjinols). Recently, o Notiono1 Wild Dog Action PIOn hos been
developed by the woolindusfry. Supportfor o co-ordinofed OPProoch to wild dog
control Grid the Action PIOn hos been supported by Ministers for Agriculture in o11
Stoles including The Hon Ken Boston, Minister for Agriculture in Western AUSfrolio. A
link theto Action bePIOn occessedCon

hit

loinb survivol Grid more fodder ovoiloble (less competition from ferol Grid pest
on jinols on the 10nd) for form on jinols will increose form profitobilify

WWW. wool roducers. coin. ou notiono1-wild-do s-oction- 10n

5, Should o system be developed in WA similorfo those in the EOSfern Sfofes:

o. If needs to be developed with industry to ensure Ihof pest Grid ferol onjinol
control meOSures by hunting ore porollel or port of o Stole Grid notiono1
progrom whose objective is to erodicofe/control respective onjinol
populofions.

b. The system needsto ocknowledge other 10nd userssuch OS beekeepers who
hove GPiory sites on public 10nd. These sites ore occessed by beekeepers to
tend to their bees Grid exfrocf honey/pollen There needs to be

considerof ion given on how hunting octivifies will be coinmunicoted to the
offecfed beekeepers in o pornculor region for occupofionol heo11h Grid
sofety reosons.

6. Hoving recreofionol hunting in WA with o focus on reducing ferol Grid pest onjinols
will o11eviofe the finonciol burden on Stole Grid Federol Governments OS well OS

some Reseorch Grid development bodies currently funding progromsto control pest
Grid ferol onjinols.

7. WAFormers welcomes the opportunity to see o droff proposolfor recreotionol
hunting in WA for further comment in due course.
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